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fore, sending someone else, who will tell you everything and ex-
plain the position. It is now likely that there will be some change
in our programme too. If the riot turns more violent, our plans
will remain plans and events will wait on God's will. On your
side, I take it, there is complete peace.

Blessings frvm

BAPU

From a photostat of the Guja.ra.ti: G.N. 2669

198.   A DEEP STAIN
[November 18y 1921]*
Under the above heading Mr. Gandhi published the following note after
having witnessed the unfortunate disturbances in Bombay:
The reputation of Bombay, the hope of my dreams, was being
stained yesterday2 even whilst-in my simplicity I was congratulating
the citizens3 upon their non-violence in the face of grave provo-
cation. For the volunteers with their captain were arrested during
the previous night for pasting posters under authority on private
property. The posters advised the people to boycott the welcome
to the Prince. They were destroyed. The Swaraj Sabha's office
was mysteriously entered and the unused posters, so far as I am
aware not declared unlawful, were also removed. The Prince's
visit itself and the circumstances attending the ceremonials ar-
ranged and public money wasted for the manufacture of a welcome
to His Royal Highness constituted an unbearable provocation.
And yet Bombay had remained self-restrained. This, I thought,
was a matter for congratulation. The burning of the pile of foreign
cloth was an eloquent counter-demonstration to the interested
official demonstration.
Little did I know that at the very time that the Prince was
passing through the decorated route and the pile of foreign cloth
was burning, in another part of the city the mill-hands were in
criminal disobedience of the wishes of their masters emptying them,
first one and then the others, by force, that a swelling mob was
1 Issued as a leaflet on this date; vide Navajivan, 24-11-1921.
2 November 17, when the Prince of Wales arrived in Bombay and demon-
strations against his visit including bonfires of foreign cloth resulted in riots
on a large scale
3  Vide "Speech at Public Meeting, Bombay", 17-11-1921.